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Happy Holidays! Maligayang Pasko! Seng Dan Fai Lok! Merry Christmas! Milad Majeed! Sheng
Dan Kuai Le! Joyeux Noël! Frohe Weinachten! Feliz Navidad! Buon Natale! Vrolijk kerstfeest!
Horace Allen School staff thank our school community for your patience, flexibility and understanding over
the past few months as school resumed. The required guidelines and restrictions have challenged us all as we
learn to do things in different ways in support of keeping our community healthy and safe. As a staff, we are
proud of our students and the adjustments they have made as new routines and structures have been
established. The past 10 months have been difficult for everyone. Our wish for the two week break is that this
time provides families with an opportunity to reconnect, recharge and reflect on the many blessings we still
have.
On behalf of HAS staff, may peace, joy, hope and happiness be yours during this Holiday Season and
throughout the coming New Year.

Morning Drop Off / Supervision
Staff begin outside supervision at 8:25 a.m.
In the interest of student safety, please do
not drop off until this time, unless you are
able to stay with your child. If you have
any questions about morning drop-off,
please contact Elaine Garner, Principal or
Myrna Dembicki, Assistant Principal.

Dates at a Glance







Dec. 4 - Crazy Hair Day!
Dec. 11 - Red, White and Green
Candy Cane Day!
Dec. 18 - Wacky Tacky Sweater Day
Dec 18 - Last Day before Christmas
Break
January 4- First Day after the break
January 4-8 (at-home learning)

Student Led Conferences
In order to keep students and staff of
Horace Allen School safe, Student Led
Conferences will be cancelled in December.
Instead, teachers in grades 1-3 will offer
families who have questions related to the
report card, an opportunity to sign up for a
phone conversation with the teacher
December 3-10. Teachers will determine
dates and after school/evening available
times, and invite families to sign up for a 15
minute conversation through Sign-up.com.
Please watch for information to come
home through
an email from
your child’s
teacher.

‘12 Days of Giving’ - Helping the CNP Food Bank and our Community
In the spirit of giving this Holiday Season and following our school rule of ‘taking care of
others’, Horace Allen School will once again collect for the CNP Food Bank. Our ‘12 Days of
Giving’ begins on December 1 and runs through December 16.
Instead of bringing in food items, the Food Bank has asked that monetary donations be
collected. This allows the Food Bank to take inventory of what they have available and then
purchase items that are needed. Collection containers will be distributed to each
classroom. Your child may want to participate by bringing in a donation one day, or bring a
little bit each day. Thank you in advance for sharing and caring about our community!
AHS / AB Education Information Updates: Please visit the school’s website for up to date information.
https://www.horaceallenschool.ca/









HAS students will continue with in school learning until the Christmas break, starting December 19.
School will resume with at-home learning, January 4-8 for all students K-12. Please see the attached
at-home learning tip sheet for parents.
Special treats are a big part of the holiday season and in the past, classrooms have enjoyed these
shared treats from families throughout the year. The school asks that families not send treats to school
for other students at this time.
LRSD Early Learning Guidelines have been developed to support opportunities for play in the
classroom. A Child's Work is Play
If your family requires a chromebook for the week of Jan. 4-8, and have not received one from ISS or
CCHS, please contact the school. (one chromebook / family who do not have their own devices)
Chromebook pick-up dates will be sent out to families by email or arranged through a phone call prior
to December 18.
Due to Gr. 7-12 moving to at-home learning starting Nov 30, 2020 home buses will drop students
off earlier than usual. Please expect drop-off to be about 10 minutes earlier.

One Book, Five Schools Event
‘1 Book, 5 Schools’ is planned for January and
books have been ordered! HAS joins ISS,
Livingstone, Canyon, and St. Michael’s Schools in
sharing 1 title with families at all five schools.
This is the 7th year this family literacy event
has been organized. Another exciting title has
been chosen, but the title will be kept quiet until
we kick off the event January 27, Family
Literacy Day. We are excited to have
this opportunity to read together with
your family again! Watch for more
information to be shared in January!

Marty Chan Author Visit
A big thank you to the Literacy Foundation
for sponsoring a virtual author’s visit with
an Alberta author. This is planned for
December and classes can enjoy meeting
Mr. Chan with their classmates. Author
visits are one way to nurture the love of
reading and writing.

Thank you to parents for helping the school with the following:





Please label your childrens’ belongings. We do not have a lost and found table this year. If
items are labeled, we can quickly return them to their rightful owner. Unclaimed items will be
washed, bagged and taken to Bagatelle.
Spoons are not available in classrooms for lunch. Please ensure that your children have
everything they need to eat what you pack for lunch.
Use the agenda to communicate with your child’s teacher. Agendas are checked each
morning. After school starts at 8:40, teachers often do not have time to check emails until the
end of the day, often after students have left.

Fundraising Opportunity
Horace Allen continues to offer IGA Gift
Cards for purchase as an ongoing fundraiser.
These gift cards can be used at IGA, Sobeys and
Safeway. The school receives 5% back for all
cards purchased. Please call the school and
make an appointment with Mrs. Snider to
purchase your gift cards. Your support is
appreciated. Funds collected are used towards
field trip and busing costs.

Nut-free environment
As we have students with
peanut and nut allergies
attending HAS, we do our
best to be a nut-free school. If
sending Wow butter
sandwiches to school, please
label them as peanutfree. Thank you for following
our school rule of ‘taking care of each other’.

“Achieving our personal best
in a safe and caring
community”

Working together as a school
community, we can make 20202021 an amazing school year!

Please visit Horace Allen School’s website
regularly for current information:
https://www.horaceallenschool.ca/
If we receive information about an
upcoming event within our community,
we post this information on our website –
please check for upcoming community
events:
https://www.horaceallenschool.ca/about/c
ommunity-events

HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED
IN AN ONLINE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
As we navigate the world of online learning together, we have discovered
some tips/tricks that we would like to share that will enable your child to
maximize his/her success in an online learning environment:
1. Supervise: As your child’s classroom is at home, we, as teachers, rely
on you to be our eyes and ears. Take time to see what your child is
doing while they are engaging in their online learning. View part of a
google meet and have access to their online learning platform so that
you can monitor their progress and see the work that they are
producing. On the flip side, be careful to not fall into the trap of doing
the work for your child. Teachers want to see what your child can do
so that they can understand how to best support them.
2. Set a Schedule: Your child is used to having structure and routine in
their day. It will be very important for you to establish this in a home
learning environment as well. A proper sleep schedule (bedtime and
set wake up time) will be imperative to your child’s success. Set a start
and end time to your child’s school day with time built in for breaks. A
calendar that outlines due dates for assignments and a daily check list
outlining tasks to be completed each day are also helpful.
3. Be a part of your child’s learning team: The saying “It takes a
village to raise a child” is true. We need parents to be an active part of
their child’s learning team, especially in an at home learning
environment. If questions arise about your child’s classes, please
communicate early and often. Teachers want to hear from you and are
happy to help in anyway they can to have your child receive the best
learning experience possible. Parents can reach teachers via email
(lastnamefirstinitial@lrsd.ab.ca) or set up a one on one meets with
them via google meets to receive extra help.

4. Create a home learning space: As your child begins his/her online
learning journey, take a few minutes to create a learning space for their
“school day”. This space should be quiet, consistent and free from
external distractions. Often times students can become distracted
during online learning sessions from parents, siblings or even family
pets walking by as the teacher is teaching online. Create a “desk”
space where supplies such as paper, pencils and calculators are handy
to maximize your child’s ability to learn when online instruction is
occurring.
As always, we appreciate your support as we work together for the
betterment of our students!

