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Thank you to HAS families who returned the Intent Form for 2021-22. Although it is still a few months
until we start a new year, the planning has begun. Staffing for 2021-22 is being determined and
knowing if your child will be here or not helps us determine how many classes will be needed.
When teachers meet to create classes for the 2021-22 school year, they will consider a number of
factors as they place each student. Teachers will look at each student’s strengths and stretches;
provide for a mix of gender; consider what we know about a student’s social interactions;
examine the dynamics between individual students and groups of students; use the AB class size
guidelines and provide consideration for new students to HAS. This is a complex and time
intensive process and placements are made with the best interest of each individual
student. Given the process that is used to generate class groupings, it is difficult to
accommodate requests for students to be with friends, or a request for a particular teacher. If
you have questions about the process used to create classes, please contact Mrs. Garner,
Principal or Ms. Dembicki, Assistant Principal.

If your child currently attends HAS and
there are no changes to your child’s
registration information from 2020-21, a
new registration is not required. For
students 5 year of age before December
31, 2021, registration for kindergarten can
be found at
https://www.horaceallenschool.ca/. Please
call the office for help if you don’t have a
birth certificate for your child.

Fire and Tornado Drills
Students will be participating in fire drill practices
throughout the month of May. We will have at
least 3 more fire drills and a tornado drill. These
practices are important to ensure that students
know what to do if an emergency situation
arises. If your child comes home with concerns
about these practices, please contact your child’s
teacher or administration so extra support can be
provided. We do provide students with advance
notice of the day of the fire drill but not the time.

Education Week May 3-7

Each year the Alberta Teachers' Association (ATA) spotlights the importance and value of education
through Education Week. Link to LRSD message Horace Allen School celebrates the work that is done
on a daily basis by all staff in support of student learning.

Hats on For Mental Health! Students
are invited to wear a special hat to school
on Wednesday May 5th to raise
awareness of the importance of good
mental health. More information can be
found at https://canwetalk.ca/

Dates at a Glance
May 5 - Hats on for Mental Health (students
are invited to wear their favourite hat)
May 13 - Free hot lunch for those who returned
their form (provided by Country Encounters)
May 18 - Tri-Council Meeting via Zoom 6:15
p.m. Link will be shared in a separate email
May 21 - Staff Planning Day: NO school for
students
May 24- Victoria Day (holiday for everyone!)
Fireside Fridays

Students are enjoying the new fire pit,
purchased for the school by School Council.
Thank you for this generous donation. Fireside
Fridays provide students with an opportunity to
sit around a fire, tell and write stories; listen to
literature and play word games. Another way
HAS students enjoy learning outside!

Nutrition Program (Mrs. Lowe)
As of March 30/21, 2526 meals have been
delivered to students at Horace Allen
School. HAS students and staff thank Mrs. Lowe
for her ongoing work preparing and delivering
breakfast, lunch and snack bags to students.
If students bring home food that you did not send
with them, it is because they have asked for a
breakfast, lunch or snack bag. Instead of
throwing away what they may not eat, we ask
that they take it home for someone there to enjoy
rather than throwing it out.
The free hot lunch in April was a huge success
with students and we look forward to another
free hot lunch on Wednesday May 13th.
The school is excited to have the kitchen area
remodelled over the summer with new
cupboards, counters, paint and flooring
installed. We remain hopeful that Breakfast Club
can be offered again prior to the start of school in
this newly remodelled space in 2021-22.

May 3-9 is Mental Health Week in Canada!

Students enjoyed a virtual presentation with Angela Murphy on April 27th. Every family at Horace Allen School was given a
copy of Angela's first book, "Speak Up, Wonder Pup: A Kid's Guide to Standing Up for Yourself". Darcy’s Nature Walk for
Mental Wellness wanted to provide this opportunity to children in our community to teach them about the importance of
Mental Health and how to regulate their emotions. The earlier we teach children to recognize their internal body signals and
to use language to describe their emotions, the stronger the outcome for mental wellness. By talking about mental health,
we can promote greater acceptance and eliminate stigma. We are so grateful for this amazing opportunity for our students
that was provided by Darcy's Nature Walk for Mental Wellness and supported by the Crowsnest Pass Health
Foundation. Thank you to Mrs. Fast for making arrangements for this presentation.
Angela's Wonder Pup books are available for purchase on Amazon. You can also follow Angela, Zane and Draper on their
travels on Facebook: Angela Murphy Children's Author and Instagram: @angelamurphyauthor

Grade 2 Alfresco Afternoons (Mrs. Tarcon & Mrs. Margetak)
Grade 2s have been enjoying Thursday afternoon visits to Flumerfelt investigating trees! After reading The Lorax, they
each took ‘truffula’ tree seeds home to plant (thanks to Tree Canada) because they know “Every time you plant a tree you
give the earth a present!” They each chose a tree at Flumerfelt to be their own and re-visit it each week noticing any
changes and looking at it with a different focus – the bark, the ground around it, the leaves and needles, the smell and
feel! They used magnifying glasses to look closely and stood at a distance to see it in the ‘landscape’. They will sketch it
using the Emily Carr vision of looking up and measure the circumference of the trunk using centimeters in future visits. They
have also been studying birds and have been very lucky to have volunteer parents and grandparents who are ‘birdwatchers’ and even spotted a bald eagle on one of the visits! Grade 2’s had lots to share about what they like best during
Outdoor Learning Time: “when we go outside and picked up the garbage; when we discovered our special tree; that we get
to go outside and enjoy nature; the fresh air and nature’s sounds; when we go to Flumerfelt Park and we learn about nature;
when we play activities outside (games, Fox and Geese); listening to nature and reading books outside; when I get to
explore nature; and when we get to see changes in nature (see the flowers blooming)”.

Gr. 2 ECO Rangers (Mrs. Margetak)
Horace Allen Gr. 2 students have been busy and have invited the rest of the school to participate in some great
ECO challenges. Eight of the SHELL/CANADIAN GEOGRAPHIC ENERGY DIET CLASSROOM
CHALLENGES have been submitted including:

Community Connections Challenge - In conjunction with our “Writing to the Cats” at our local Animal
Shelter Project, we held a REUSE DRIVE to collect old towels, blankets, face cloths for use at the
Hillcrest Shelter!
 What’s For Lunch? – We collected several Local ingredients recipes to create a Horace Allen Local
ingredients Recipes cook-booklet coming soon!
 One Hour/No Power – Thanks to grade 3s for leading this school-wide challenge – all classrooms
participated, creating “Power Police” in the halls looking for phantom power culprits!
 The Phantom of the Classroom – Students identified energy grabbing devices not being used but still
using power. They learned there are power bars that automatically turn OFF when the power is not
being used that help solve energy wasting!

How Big Are Your Carbon Feet? – The Green Ninja taught us how to reduce our carbon footprint –
footprint tips have been placed around the school!
 Get Growing: Students planted vegetable and flower seeds and Ms. Dembicki’s FISH TEAM planted
flowers after harvesting lettuce at the H.A. S. Aquaponics station!
 Tips & Tricks: Students did morning Earth Day announcements with some great tips for kids to teach
their families!
 What’s Old is New Again: Mr. Lach did RECYCLE ART and grade 2s made t-shirt tote bags.
Thank you to all Horace Allen students, staff and families for helping us take action! We are now working on
becoming a certified Eco School!

Morning Drop Off / Supervision
Please visit Horace Allen School’s website
regularly for current information:
https://www.horaceallenschool.ca/
If we receive information about an upcoming
event within our community, we post this
information on our website:
https://www.horaceallenschool.ca/about/commun
ity-events

Outside morning supervisors are available at
8:25 am each day. If you drop off before 8:25,
your child will be on their own in the
playground. For your child’s safety, please
drop off after 8:25 am. Thank you.

