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Happy Holidays! Maligayang Pasko! Seng Dan Fai Lok! Merry Christmas! Milad Majeed! Sheng
Dan Kuai Le! Joyeux Noël! Frohe Weinachten! Feliz Navidad! Buon Natale! Vrolijk kerstfeest!
Horace Allen School staff continue to thank our school community for your patience, flexibility and
understanding as we navigate COVID and the restrictions we are required to follow at school. We all
have been challenged to learn to do things in different ways in support of keeping our community
healthy and safe. We are proud of our students and the resilience they have shown as things
continually need to be adjusted at school. We thank parents for utilizing the COVID Alberta Daily
Checklist each day, and keeping students home when they display any of the listed symptoms.
We hope that the two week break can provide families with an opportunity to reconnect, recharge and
reflect on the many blessings we still have. On behalf of HAS staff, may peace, joy, hope and
happiness be yours during this Holiday Season and throughout the coming New Year.

Report Card Follow-up Family
Conversations
In order to keep students, staff and families of
Horace Allen School safe, teachers in grades 13 will offer families who have questions related
to the report card an opportunity to sign up for
a phone conversation with their child’s teacher
Dec. 6-9, 2021. Teachers will determine afterschool/evening time slots, and invite families to
sign up for a 15 minute conversation through
the school’s website. Please watch for
information to come home through an email
from your child’s
teacher about how
to sign up. Hopefully
we will be able to
have families back
into the school by
the spring reporting
period.

Grade 1 Outdoor Learning Update
During our outdoor learning time this fall, Grade 1 students
have been learning about seasonal changes, using their 5
senses. We have enjoyed quiet time in 'Sit Spots' both on the
school grounds, and in the Flumerfelt Forest. Students are
very enthusiastic about observing changes to the land and
natural environment each week. Students have been
exploring math concepts such as patterning and counting,
using natural objects. We are also learning about colour by
examining shades of colours, and discussing colours that are
natural and man made. The Flumerfelt Forest is a wonderful
place for children to play with 'little critters', and to learn about
designing a
home/habitat
for
animals. We
also enjoy
hiking to
Rainbow
Falls as
conditions
allow.

Thank you to:







Mrs. Lowe for arranging for hot lunches for
our students
Strandquist Foundation for their donation to
the outdoor learning space
FCSS for a grant to purchase board books
for our early learners
Mrs. Fast for arranging Spirit Days for our
students and staff
Ms. Bennett for teaching and supporting Gr.
3 students in Miss Gregory’s absence
Mrs. Neudorf for putting together a virtual
winter concert for families to enjoy!

Thank you to HAS parents. Your help with the
following is appreciated.
 Staff are outside for supervision at 8:25 a.m.
In the interest of student safety, please do
not drop off until this time, unless you are
able to stay with your child.
 Please label your childrens’ belongings. We
do not have a lost and found table this
year. If items are labeled, we can quickly
return them to their rightful owner.
Unclaimed items will be washed, bagged
and taken to Bagatelle.
 Spoons are not available in classrooms for
lunch. Please ensure that your children
have everything they need to eat what you
pack for lunch.
 Use the agenda to communicate with your
child’s teacher. Agendas are checked each
morning. After school starts at 8:40,
teachers often do not have time to check
emails until the end of the day, often after
students have left.

‘12 Days of Giving’ - Helping the CNP Food Bank and our Community
In the spirit of giving this Holiday Season and following our school rule of ‘taking care of
others’, Horace Allen School will once again collect for the CNP Food Bank. Our ‘12 Days of
Giving’ begins on December 1 and runs through December 16.
Instead of bringing in food items, the Food Bank has asked that monetary donations be
collected. This allows the Food Bank to take inventory of what they have available and then
purchase items that are needed. Collection containers will be distributed to each
classroom. Your child may want to participate by bringing in a donation one day, or bring a
little bit each day. Thank you in advance for sharing and caring about our community! Last
year students collected $600 for the Food Bank. Can we do the same or better this year?

One Book Five Schools!!
For the 8th year, HAS will participate in this exciting family literacy event with other
schools in the area. Families at the schools will each receive a copy of a novel, and read it
at home to their children. More information will be sent home in January… and the title
will be revealed at the start of the two week reading period when books are sent home.

Learning Interruption Plan Grade 2 and 3

Students in grade 2 and 3 were screened in the fall to determine gaps in Literacy and Numeracy that may be a result of
COVID and the learning interruptions that have occurred over the past year and a half. Based on the results, Alberta
Education has now provided funds to support students in Gr 2 and 3 who demonstrated some potential learning gaps. The
provided funds will support the hiring of an additional teacher to work with students in Grade 2 and 3 classrooms each day
for a 12-16 week period starting in January. HAS welcomes Miss Bennett to this intervention role. She will work closely with
each classroom teacher to provide additional support to students in both Literacy and Numeracy. Miss Bennett is not new
to HAS as she has provided support to 3B in Miss Gregory’s absence all fall.

Spirit Days
Although COVID has restricted some of the events that our HAS community likes to
participate in, we are excited to participate in some school-wide ‘spirit’ days before the
Christmas break. Students and staff will enjoy sharing: Crazy Hair Day, Candy Cane Daywear Red & White, and Wacky Tacky Sweater Day in the month of December!

Dates to Remember:
Dec. 3- Crazy Hair Day
Dec. 10– Candy Cane Day- wear Red & White
Dec. 16 - Last day for U of Lethbridge Student Teachers
Dec. 17- Wacky Tacky Sweater Day
Dec. 17 - Last day for Ms. Bennett in 3B.
Dec. 17 - Last day for students and staff before break
Jan. 3 - First day back from Christmas break

Winter Concert - Let’s Celebrate!
All students from Early Learning to Grade 3 have
been hard at work in music class practicing a
performance piece to share with families through
our virtual, pre-recorded winter concert. Students
will present a variety of music including singing,
xylophones, boomwhackers and a variety of
percussion instruments. Recording will happen the
week of December 13 and an unlisted Youtube link
will be shared to families sometime before the end
of the week. This link is intended for HAS families,
and cannot be posted on social media sites. Thank
you for supporting music at HAS!

HAS’s Early
Learners are
thrilled with
the new
books
purchased
through an
FCSS
grant! Thank
you FCSS for
supporting
our program.

Grade 1 Learning Interruption Screening
In January, Grade 1 students will be screened in Literacy and Numeracy to determine students who may have
had their learning impacted due to COVID and the interruptions to learning that have occurred in schools
over the past year and a half. Once the information is submitted to Alberta Education, funding may be
provided to offer additional support to students. More information will be shared about this potential additional
support once our data is submitted and reviewed by AB Education, and they determine if there is a need for
extra support for HAS Gr. 1 students.
Parent Council News
Horace Allen Parent Council is looking for
additional members! We meet once a month and
you can choose to participate however much you
wish. Come and be there for the meetings to find
out more about what's going on at HAS or come
and also get involved in volunteer opportunities!
January 18th at 6:15pm is our next meeting. Contact
Mallory Banting at hasparentcouncil@gmail.com
for more information!

